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Afghanistan to bolster border security with three n eighbours

Afghanistan on Tuesday inked pacts with three of its neigisbto bolster border security at a conference in Qatar amid
warnings of growing links between insurgents and thensgdrug trade. "There have been three agreements signed
between Afghanistan on one side, and Iran, Pakistan aimh ©h the other side -- that means three of the major
neighbours," Tom Koenigs, who heads the United Nationstasge Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), told AFP.

Agence France Presse, 28.2.2006

British forces stay away as Afghan opium war begins

The convoys are formed, line after line, in the swirlingtddd.ashkar Gar airfield - bulldozers, oil tankers anadksu
bristling with guns. Afghanistan's opium war is abtaubegin. The force to eradicate the poppy fields arrivetieat
capital of Helmand province from Kabul yesterday, and thgrarome will be under way in time, it is expected, for the
weekend visit of President George Bush.

The Independent, 1.3.2006

Bush-Karzai: Lots of Kabul, Ignored Drugs Funding B in Laden, Says Former White House Drug
Spokesman; Big Part of Reason Still at Large

“President Bush and Afghanistan President Karzai at today[srise news conference in Kabul talked a lot about
democracy and sovereignty but ignored Afghanistan's roleeagdtd's number one opium and heroin producer. Those
funds from drug warlords funding al Qaeda and bin Latera big part of the reason America's worst enemy is still at
large," said Robert Weiner, former spokesman for the WHudiese National Drug Policy Office.

U.S Newswire, 1.3.2006

Pakistan committed to making country poppy-free - P M

Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz Wednesday [1 December] said the gogatiwas committed to make Pakistan a poppy-
free country and called for an elaborate strategy to create massnass about drug addiction.

BBC Monitoring South Asia, (Source: Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) news agency), 1.3.2006

US Report: Some Gains By Afghanistan In Fighting Dr  ugs

Production and trafficking of opium accounts for fullyedahird of Afghanistan's economy but a 10% decline inudutp
last year signaled a positive trend, a State Department rejibWsednesday.
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Dow Jones International News, 1.3.2006

Gulf News: Kabul eyes a strong security apparatus

The Afghanistan interior minister said his country aimgdtablish a modern and equipped security apparatus by 2010
with the aid of the international community. Mogbel Zaranrsld said at least 62,000 police officers will need training,
as the country is set to engage in a long-term fight agéing trafficking and terrorism.

Gulf News, 3.3.2006

US says Turkey is narcotics-trafficking base

Turkey remains a major route, refining center and storageugiiod and staging area for the flow of heroin into
Europe, the U.S. Department of State said in an annual réfmwever, it also noted that the Turkish government has
been devoting significant financial and human resources teoenarcotics activities.

Turkish Daily News, 3.3.2006

An in-depth look at the Russian press, March 3: Sta  te Drug Control Service misrepresents statistics
deliberately - expert

The UN Office for Drug Control (ODC) has urged the Rasgiovernment to allocate funds for anti-drug campaigning.
Independent experts consider UN data exaggerated and s@ffiteedraws misrepresented data from the State Drug
Control Agency. The official statistics says 500,000 peogke narcotics, whereas the UN ODC annual report presented
in Russia Thursday said there might be 6 million drudids, or 4% of the population. The Federal Drug Control
Service called the reported data "absolutely genuine,” but refassmmment. "The 4% figure is irrelevant,” said Lev
Levinson, head of the New Drug Policy public organizatidime number of drug addicts in Russia, for example, those
who use heroin, has slumped in the past year. The UN Offies dot carry out any research in Russia, it draws the
figures from official sources, this time from a federal paog," he said. Last year, the UN ODC said there were 3.5-4
million drug addicts in Russia. "The State Drug Con8etvice provides official data to the Russian government,”
Levinson said. "The body for a few years spoke about 3.8kémdrug users in Russia, yet put 6 million in tleeléral
program.” According to the expert, "this was done on perposenable the State Drug Control Service to report a
fictitious 20% decline in the number of drug addicts i filture." Yet, the authors of the report admit their et

are "not reliable enough" simply because "no systematic natienmesgtarch on drug addiction is conducted in Russia."

RIA Novosti, 3.3.2006

As Bush visits Pakistan, security conditions deteri orate in key province

US President George Bush arrived March 3 in Pakistaarenle is expected to discuss Islamabad’s role in the effort to
defeat the Islamic militant insurgency in neighboring Afghtam. Meanwhile, a prominent expert has asserted that
Islamabad’s repressive policies in the restive province ofdBatan are undermining efforts to contain Islamic radical
activity in the strategically important region.

Bush is scheduled to meet with Pakistani President Perveshdvhaf on March 4. Pakistan has faced growing
international pressure over its allegedly lax stance on TalibdralQaeda militants. Afghan President Hamid Karzai
recently presented Musharraf with evidence of Pakistartivement in arming and training Taliban guerillas, who
have been increasingly active in Afghanistan. Karzai also relayfednation that top Taliban leaders, including
Mullah Omar, were operating freely on Pakistani territoryshhrraf rejected the evidence as outdated.

Afghan Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah was quoted byl{pd@imes of Pakistan as saying Mullah Omar has been
spotted “time and again” in Quetta, Baluchistan’s capital sguges omitted)

Security conditions in Baluchistan are “rapidly deteriogtimaccording to Sabina Ahmed, the South Asia Project
Director at Crisis Group. Over the last year, there have b@®&0 4rrests and at least 150 civilian deaths -- many of
them women and children. Government forces have used hatslods to combat nationalist insurgents, leading to
large-scale population displacement. In one of Baluchistdisticts, Dera Bugti, an estimated 85 percent of the
residents have fled, Ahmed said. (passage omitted)
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Musharraf and other officials in Islamabad have cast thecBatationalist movement as under the control of Islamic
radicals. The HRCP / Human Rights Commission of Pakistaport calls such allegations “absurd.” Ahmed echoed
the HRCP's analysis, asserting that Baluch nationalists daaeeular orientation, adding that Islamic radicalism is “the
greatest threat to their secular culture.”

In alienating Baluch nationalists, Ahmed added, Pakistamiplicating efforts to defeat the Islamic radical insurgency
in Afghanistan. “They [Baluch nationalists] are the only vi@ycounter the Taliban” in Baluchistan, Ahmed said. In
addition, the HCRP report indicated that the government’ga#@n against Baluch nationalists was diverting resources
from operations designed to contain Islamic militants.
(http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/recaps/articles/eav0308ab.s

Eurasianet.org, 3.3.2006

UN Drug agency promotes 'alternative development' f  or curbing poppy cultivation in Afghanistan

In a report released on March 1 in New York, the Internatiblarcotics Control Board (INCB) says almost all of the
heroin entering Europe comes from Afghanistan. The INGB ahys that the strategy of encouraging opium-poppy
farmers to switch to other crops is not working anat #in "alternative development" approach is needed. Over the
years, the INCB has searched for the best ways to encouragesgrowing plants used for producing illegal drugs to

gef(gytfgfchhsakgg rgg\éﬁ %unSIQSﬁJSm-poppy growers in Afghanisind coca growers in Latin America. In both cases,

international development agencies have urged the farmers td qwifood crops-- like wheat or corn — instead,
despite the fact that can be much less profitable.

But in a report issued today in New York and based ugaia collected in 2005, the Vienna-based INCB tacitly
acknowledges that this "crop substitution” strategy has lafgidyl.

The report recommends instead that governments and intealatgencies now switch to what it calls a
"comprehensive alternative-development approach.” That is anagbpthat would include not only the cultivation of
alternative crops, but would emphasize transport and infcaisteu development, education, health care, security,
stability, and good governance in opium-poppy- and cocaigm areas. (passage omitted) The alternative-
development approach, the INCB report says, should alsoirtatk@ccount socioeconomic conditions, geographical
factors, marketing, trade, government services, and theamagirid order is applied in drug-growing parts of the avorl
(passage omitted).

RFE/RL Afghanistan Report Vol. 5, No. 7, 6.3.2006

Pakistan fights its own 'Taleban’

(By Aamer Ahmed Khan, BBC News, Karachi) Fierce clashes betwaldst&éni security forces and tribal militants in
the first week of March in Pakistan's north-western mrediave led to dozens of casualties on both sides. Secungsfor
fought their fiercest battles to date in the North Waziristaa @an 5 March after tribal militants took control of key
government buildings including telephone exchanges. Prasidgpokesman Maj Gen Shaukat Sultan said on 5 March
that the militants had been flushed out from governmeiidibgs and the area was under complete control of the
security forces. His claims are hotly contested by localsrawpendent analysts who say the situation is anything but
in control. They describe the situation as the worst simed’tikistan army moved three years ago into the area, where
ﬁl]waerl ¥ecgs%]r?st,r%g”3t%}t|§, olrlrgwheerrg ?eIY%SéJr%L[%?? %’f &aﬁ%‘&q}rth West Frontier Province/ says, have as much to
do with the international situation as they do with the haiglling of the situation" by Pakistan. (...) When Pakistan
moved thousands of troops into the tribal areas in 260Betp stem the flow of Afghan Taleban and al-Qaeda
remnants, it continued to follow the age-old "carrot arek'spolicy. Local observers say the security forces were fairly
successful in stemming the flow of foreign militants as aslkeeping local tribesmen in check. "In doing so, Pakistan
kept its focus on foreign - mostly Arab and Central Asianilitants,” says journalist llyas Khan, editor of Therbld
magazine. "The administration was under instructions naohpede the movements of local and Afghan Taleban who
kept consolidating themselves in the area," says Mr Khan.

The strategy, say local observers, was to keep the Pakistanaiiddappy by conceding more and more administrative
control to them. In return, the government sought guaes that they would not harbour foreign militants inates.
The BBC's Rahimullah Yusufzai says that the terms of thisetwere loaded heavily in favour of the Taleban. It
allowed them to do pretty much what they wanted without cangeshuch to the security forces, he says. But,
apparently frustrated with the Taleban's continuing assistant@reign fighters, Pakistani security forces suddenly
abandoned their policy of accommodation. Instead they starsedting to the use of indiscriminate force against all
those suspected of harbouring foreign militants. "Teguited in a backlash which saw the Taleban turn agaiet lo
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jirgas [tribunals] that were helping the security forcesntadn peace in the area," says llyas Khan. The BBC's Dilawar
Khan Wazir, one of the many journalists driven out of tlea dy the militants, says nearly 100 pro-government elders
and tribesmen were killed by the Taleban through 2005. "Tlkene jirga in South Waziristan any more which is a
uniqgue and unprecedented situation," he says. llyas Khansptminan even more worrying development for the
authorities. "The insurgency in the tribal belt is graduadbwing towards the settled areas," he says. Accordirlgas |
Khan, the area of Tank - the last major town on the boyraofathe settled and tribal areas - has also "fallen” to the
Taleban recently. "There is not a single video and audio staxe imternet cafe left in the area,” he says. "They have
been wiped out by the Taleban who have also made the loaa polverless and virtually ineffective." (...)
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/south_asia/47 /R4

BBC News, 6.3.2006

Seizures and Arrests

Kazakh security agents seize 50 kg of heroinin sou  th

Officers of the South Kazakhstan Regional Department of themNdtSecurity Committee have seized 50 kg of heroin
from the house of a resident of the Turbat village in KaryDistrict of the same region.

BBC Monitoring Newsfile (Source: Interfax-Kazakhstan) 28.2.2006

Major hauls reduce heroin availability in Russia - official

Heroin is becoming less easily available in Russia becausesaf ia the quantities seized, head of the Russian Federal
Drug Control Service Viktor Cherkesov told journalistglap after a meeting of his department's board, which
discussed its performance in 2005. Cherkesov explained .thabrhes of heroin were seized last year, compared to
just 6 kg in 1995. "We are aiming to suppress the chHantheugh which heroin is coming into Russia," Cheokes
said.

BBC Monitoring Former Soviet Union (Source: I TAR-TASS) 28.2.2006

Kyrgyz drug squad seizes 3 kg heroin from Tajik nat  ional

Officers from the Kyrgyz Drug Control Agency's (DCA) doern directorate have seized 3 kg of heroin from a Tajik
national in southern Batken Region, the AKlpress news agepoyted on 28 February.

BBC Monitoring Central Asia (Source: AKIpress news agency website, Bishkek), 28.2.2006

Opium, heroin seized in Balkh raids

More than 200 kilograms of opium and an unknown quanfiheroin were seized in two separate raids in the aorth
Balkh province, security officials said on Tuesday.

Pajhwok Afghan News, 28.2.2006

Authorities in southern Kazakhstan seize 33 kilogra ~ ms of heroin
Authorities in southern Kazakhstan seized 33 kilogramg6t®ds) of heroin, an official said Wednesday.
Associated Press Newswires, 1.3.2006

Frontier Corps seizes ammunition

Frontier Corps Panjgoor on Tuesday seized an 8 MM riflelé#nhkg of heroin during a raid at Mashkail in Washuk
district, an FC press release here Wednesday said. The raidneasted on a tip-off. No arrest was made.
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The Baluchistan Times, 1.3.2006

Drug dealers flogged in Iran

Eight convicted drug dealers were flogged in public irttseun Iran on Thursday, the official news agency IRNA
reported. A judiciary official in the southern provinceBafshehr, Hedayatollah Rahavi, said the men were given
between 70 and 100 lashes.

Agence France Presse, 2.3.2006

US State Department pleased with Slovenia's drug co  ntrol efforts

A US State Department report on narcotics control praisee§bs efforts to counter drug trafficking. Althoughsit
neither a major drug producer nor a major transit courtte/,gobvernment is aware that the country is an attractive
potential transit country, and it continues to pursueveactounter-narcotics policies, says the report dubbed
"International Narcotics Control Strategy Report®, which weakased on Thursday [2 March]. Slovenia's EU
membership in May 2004, and its goal of attaining full gen membership as soon as possible, resulted in a
continued intensive focus on border controls in 2@@&ording to the State Department. The report points out that
heroin from Afghanistan, which transits Turkey, contintebe smuggled via the "Balkan route" through Slovenia to
Western Europe; heroin was the leading confiscated drug iB. 206reover, Slovenia's only seaport of Koper is a
potential transit point for South American cocaine andtiNétfrican cannabis destined for Western Europe. The
document states that law enforcement agencies seized 1,166 tabkttasy in the first 11 months of 2005 compared
with 198 in 2004. In 2005, authorities seized slighdgsl than 24 kilo of heroin, compared with almost 150 ikilo
2004. (passage omitted) In the first 11 months of 2685 Slovene authorities registered 1,262 criminal agtshiimg

the production of and trade in narcotic drugs and psyapictisubstances and the facilitation of illegal drug use. There
were several substantial seizures of drugs in the firsindfiths of 2005, with three seizures at border crossings
constituting the majority of heroin seizures for the year réport concludes.

BBC Monitoring European (Source: Sovene news agency STA) 2.3.2006

Some one kilo of heroin seized in Tver Region

Officers of the Russian Federal Service Drug Control Demantrhave confiscated in the Tver Region 940 grams of
heroin from residents of a village of the Torzhok disttiet;-Tass learnt at the department on Thursday.

ITAR-TASSWorld Service, 2.3.2006

Opium-free in two months, vows governor of Afghanis tan's top poppy province

The governor of Afghanistan's Helmand province, the meadyzcer of the country's huge opium crop, has vowed to
destroy all the opium poppies in his province in two then

Agence France Presse, 3.3.2006

Kazakh police seize over 23 t of drugs in 2005

The Kazakh law-enforcement bodies seized over 23 tonnes of oir@&P05. "The country's law-enforcement bodies
seized over 23 tonnes of various drugs from illegal ciraraincluding 626 kg of heroin in 2005," the chairmarhef
Interior Ministry's committee for fighting drug tradedamonitoring the circulation of drugs, Anatoliy Vybordeld a
news conference today.

BBC Monitoring Central Asia (Source: Interfax-Kazakhstan news agency) 3.3.2006

Five detained in Uzbek capital on suspicion of drug dealing

Five suspected drug dealers were detained in a special operatitutteshby police in Sirgali district of Tashkent city
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on 2 March, Uzbek TV reported the following day. "Therinal group comprised five people, including two citizens

of Tajikistan," the television said. The results of exation showed that the drug seized from them as material
evidence was 59 kg 213 g of opium, the report said. @ahdases were opened against the five detainees under the
relevant articles of the Uzbek criminal code, the reporéddd

BBC Monitoring Central Asia (Source: Uzbek Television First Channel) 3.3.2006

Narcotics are being transported from Asia to Europe through Nagorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan's
Occupied Territories, U.S. State Department's repor  t states

Azerbaijan is located along a drug transit route runningh fAdghanistan and Central Asia to Western Europe, and
from Iran to Russia and Western Europe. Domestic consumgutidrcultivation of narcotics are low, but levels of use

re increasing. . . . . .
?passage omgtted) Azerbaijan emerged as a narcotics transitsexgral years ago because of the disruption of the

"Balkan Route" due to the wars in and among the countrideedbrmer Yugoslavia. According to the Government of
Azerbaijan (GOAJ), the majority of narcotics transiting Aaden originates in Afghanistan and follows one of four
primary routes: Afghanistan-lran-AzerbaijanGeorgia-westdturope; Afghanistan-lran-Nagorno Karabakh and
occupied territories of Azerbaijan-Armenia-Georgia-Western ofgir Afghanistan-lranAzerbaijan -Russia; or
Afghanistan-Central Asia-the Caspian Sea-AzerbaijanGeorgiatmeEurope. Azerbaijan shares a 611-km frontier
with Iran, and its border control forces are insufficigmithined and equipped to patrol it effectively. Iranian atiger
traffickers are exploiting this situation. (passage omiti@dinestic consumption continues to grow with the official
GOAJ estimate of drug addicts reaching 18,000 personsfitlabfigures are estimated at approximately 200,000 to
300,000, 75 percent of which are heroin addicts. Studeake up a large share of total drug abusers at 30-35 percent.
The majority of heroin use is in the Lankaran District (6deBcent), which borders Iran. Drug use among young
women has been rising.

The GOAJ has taken the lead on counter narcotics coordinatthim the GUAM group of countries (Georgia-
Ukraine-Azerbaijan-Moldova). As part of this initiativine GOAJ established the Virtual Law Enforcement Center
(VLEC) in Baku and conducted joint narcotics interdiatjorojects with the other GUAMmember countries. During
2005, the Ministry of Internal Affairs registered approaiely 1660 cases of drug-related offenses. During the first
seven months of 2005, authorities confiscated 205.2rkifog of narcotics, not including psychotropic substaneds a
drug precursors. The confiscated narcotics includedl&grkims of heroin, 716 grams of the poppy straw, 1I8gkims

of hashish, 139 kilograms of marijuana, 10 ampoules ar@3 pills of psychotropic drugs. Between JanuaryteJ

of 2005, the Azerbaijani State Customs Committee investig@eftug-related offenses, confiscated 15,722 kilograms
of narcotics, including 4,872 kilograms of marijuana, dcams of hashish, 284 grams of heroin, and 110
psychotropic substances (in the form of ampoules, capsulgsialets). The police lack basic equipment and have little
experience in modern counternarcotics methods. Borderotaaipabilities on the border with Iran and Azerbaijan's
maritime border units are inadequate to prevent narcaticggling.

Corruption remains a significant problem. In 2005, theAG@dopted a charter for an anticorruption commission and
staffed that commission. However, active judges sit as reesmin the Commission, and according to Azerbaijan's
Constitution, only retired judges should sit on the @dssion. (passage omitted).

Turan Information Agency (Azerbaijan), 4.3.2006

Kuwait Times: Police seize record drug haul

Kuwaiti security forces seized 187 kilos of pure heroin ie ofithe country's biggest ever drug busts and arrested a
Pakistani man, the Kuwait News Agency (Kuna) reported yestefdesyheroin was hidden inside a shipment of water
pumps that had come into the country via ship, said theetdir of the Hawally Criminal Investigation Department,
Colonel Ahmed Abdullah Al-Sabah. He said that police imRéan (November) got wind of a large shipment of heroin
bound for Kuwait. The water pumps, a common item irggbinto Kuwait, were intercepted after they were brought
into the country's main Shuwaikh Port early yesterday aed transported to Khaitan. An undercover officer then
approached the man pretending to want to buy heroin.

Kuwait Times, 5.4.2006

Bulgaria seizes 95 kg of heroin headed for Germany

Bulgarian customs officers seized over 95 kg (210 pounfi$)eroin found in a truck travelling from Turkey to

This weekly digest was prepared by Toma$ Muzik and Alena Bartoli



Narcotics, Organized Crime and Security in Eurdlavs Digest 07.03.06
Germany through Bulgaria, officials said on Sunday. Custagents at the Balkan state's border with Serbia found the
drugs in the truck's cabin. They said it was worth maasa ¥ million levs ($10.46 million).

Reuters News, 5.5.2006

Russian drugs police seize large batch of heroin in Siberia

Russian drugs police have seized about 200 kg of heroinTgjifa dealers in Perm, Interfax news agency reported on
6 March.

BBC Monitoring Former Soviet Union, 6.3.2006

Tajik police seize opium haul in south

Officers from the Tajik law-enforcement agencies seized over 44 kgwoopium in Danghara District of Khatlon
Region yesterday. A source within the Interior Ministditectorate for fighting illegal drug trafficking has toigia-
Plus that a VAZ-2109 car driven by a 49-year-old residehtashadoni District, Doniyor Shukurov, was stopped at the
Shar-Shar traffic police checkpoint.

BBC Monitoring Central Asia (Source: Tajik news agency Asia-Plus) 6.3.2006

Kazakh police detain suspected Kyrgyz drug traffick er

Officers of the Kazakh Interior Ministry committee for figig drugs have detained a Kyrgyz citizen as she was
trafficking 1.02 kg of heroin in the territory of Zhagitistrict of AlImaty Region on the Almaty-Bishkek road.

BBC Monitoring Central Asia (Source: Interfax-Kazakhstan) 6.3.2006

Kyrgyz police arrests Tajik opium dealer

Officers of the Kyrgyz Drug Control Agency have seized ov&kd of opium from a Tajik native in Bishkek, the
AKlpress news agency reported on 6 March.

BBC Monitoring Central Asia (Source: AKlpress news agency website) 6.3.2006
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