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In the summer of 2008, a conflict that appeared to have begun in the breakaway Georgian territory of South Ossetia
rapidly escalated to become the most significant crisis in European security in a decade. The implications of the
Russian-Georgian war will be understood differently depending on one’s narrative of what transpired and perspective on
the broader context.

This book is designed to present the facts about the events of August 2008 along with comprehensive coverage of the
background to those events. It brings together a wealth of expertise on the South Caucasus and Russian foreign policy,
with contributions by Russian, Georgian, European, and American experts on the region.
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“This is an important work that places the Russian invasion of Georgia into the larger context of Russian policy
since the demise of the Soviet Union. It deserves wide readership among policymakers, specialists, and all those
who seek to understand the background, conduct and consequences of the war Russia chose to wage against its
small, democratic neighbor in August 2008.” — John McCain, U.S. Senator

“This commendable volume brings together a group of leading specialists on the Southern Caucasus and Russia’s
role therein. The results are superb. The book is essential reading for those who want an easy way to get a clear
and balanced understanding of the Georgian crisis of 2008 and its legacies.”

— S. Neil MacFarlane, Oxford University

“This volume is an important contribution to the understanding of one of the most dangerous episodes of the
protracted ending of the Cold War. The analyses by some of the foremost Western and Russian experts hold
lessons for policymakers everywhere. The contributions will be useful for the European Union in meeting the
multiple challenges of overcoming the consequences of the war, preventing confrontation in the future, and
building closer ties with the region.” —~Peter Semneby, EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus



“The co-editors have assembled a first-rate collection of essays shedding light on the factors underlying the
Russo-Georgian war of August 2008. The war itself and its political aftermath are also discussed in
illuminating fashion.” — John B. Dunlop, Senior Fellow, The Hoover Institution

“The Guns of August 2008 offers a deep analysis of the Russian-Georgian war of August 2008 and the
developments which preceded and underlay it. The book helpfully corrects an erroneous urban legend that
Georgia started the war. In July 2008, Russia’s military conducted a full field exercise of an invasion and then
launched the real thing. It leads to the disturbing conclusions that Russia may go beyond Georgia to subdue
other neighbors, and that it may again use force against Georgia.”

—William H. Courtney, Former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia
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