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The Program for Contemporary Silk Road Studies is the first research and policy unit in Northern Europe focusing ex-

clusively on contemporary issues in the ancient Silk Road area. The main activity of the Program is research on security
and conflicts in the Silk Road Area, incorporating Northeast Asia. Founded in 2002, it is established within the Faculty of
Social Sciences at Uppsala University, and affiliated with the Department of Peace and Conflict Research and the De-
partment of East European Studies.

The Program aims to be at the forefront in research of the region in Sweden, Europe, and internationally. This by
studying new threats to peace and security such as transnational crime and potential emerging conflicts. The research is
equally divided between academic and policy oriented research. At present the program consists of totally 10 different
research projects, of which the main initiatives at present are the projects on Narcotics, Organized Crime, and Security in

Eurasia and on Conflict Management in Northeast Asia.

December 2004
Conference on Afghanistan’s Heroin Industry, Washington D.C.

The Narcotics, Organized Crime and Security in Eurasia project is conducted jointly with the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute at the
Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) of The Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C. one of the
United States’ leading graduate schools devoted to the study of international rela-
tions. On Wednesday, December 15, Svante Cornell and Niklas Swanstrom, Silk
Road Studies directors and Tamara Makarenko, Silk Road Studies Associate Re-
search Fellow, were panellists at a W.P. Carey Forum held by the Central Asia-

Caucasus Institute on “Afghanistan’s Heroin Industry: Regional and International

US Institute

Implications”.

November 2004
Conference on Conflict Management and
Conflict Prevention, Beijing

The conference was organized by the Program’s project on Conflict Management in
Northeast Asia and had eleven participants from China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan
and Sweden. The conference discussed the issue of con-

flict management and conflict prevention with specific

2

T
SUONY,

UPPSALA experienced practitioners. This conference was one way in which the project strives to assist in the devel-

reference to the specific circumstances of in Northeast

Asia. The participants included the leading researchers

in their fields of research as well as distinguished and

UNIVERSITET opment of a culture of prevention in Northeast Asia.
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GUEST RESEARCHERS
AND FELLOWS

The Program activiely seeks to incorporate distingu-
ished academics and prominent practitioners in or-
der to enrinch the research environment.

7 September

Jacob Townsend from the Australian National University was a
junior research fellow at the Program for ten weeks. He con-
ducted research within the Project on Narcotics, Organized

Crime and Security in Eurasia.

21 August

Dr. Swanstrom was a Senior Visiting Fellow at Renmin Univer-
sity in Beijing. He taught a curse on Conflict Management,
Conflict Prevention at Renmin University. He was also engaged
at the China Foreign Affairs University as a lecturer. Dr. Swan-
strom also conducted research on regional cooperation, conflict
management and conflict prevention. Dr. Swanstrom's fellow-

ship has been funded by he Swedish Foundation for Interna-

tional Coooperation in Research and Higher Education (STINT).

10 May

Kairat Osmonaliev, an Associate Professor at Chui University,
Kyrgyzstan was a Visiting Researcher at the program. His visit
has been made possible through a scholarship from the STINT

Foundation.

20 April

Viljar Veebel, PhD Candidate, Tartu University, was a Visiting
Fellow at the program. The visit has been made possible
through a scholarship from the Margaretha af Ugglas Founda-

tion.

19 January
Dr. Su Hao, Deputy Director for the Center for International
Security, China Foreign Affairs University was a Visiting Fellow
at the program. The visit has been made possible through a
scholarship from the STINT Foundation.

EVENTS

The Program regularly organizes lectures and semi-
nars for students and researches at Uppsala Universi-
ty. This is often done in connection with a guest
research visit.

26 - 28 November
The Silk Road Studies Program's first conference on “Conflict
prevention and Conflict Management in Northeast Asia” was

held in Beijing.

23 November
Silk Road Forum: "Afghanistan After the Elections: Develop-

ment, Drugs and Security"

23 September
Dr. Vladimir Fenopetov, head of analysis, UNODC Europe and
Eurasia visited the program and participated in a round table

discussion.

24 August

Open lecture on "China’s Foreign Policy Choices and Security
Strategies in East Asia" by Prof. Qin Yaqing, Vice President and
Professor of International Studies, China. The lecture was or-

ganized in association with the Swedish Institute.

19 March
Seminar on "Creating New Horizons: Chinas Foreign Policy in
the Early 21st Century" with Dr. Zhang Tiejun, Department of

American Studies, Shanghai Institute of International Studies.

18 March
Seminar on “Narcotics, Security and Conflict Along the Silk
Road” by Svante Cornell and Niklas Swanstrém. The seminar

was organized in cooperation with Gamla Torget Forum.

4 March
Open lecture seminar on “Chechnya: War Without End” by Ms.
Anna Politkovskaya. The lecture was organized in cooperation

with the Department of East European Studies.

24 February

Seminar on Korean Security and Regional Security Doctrines
with Ambassador Ingolf Kiesow, Dr. Su Hao, Dr. Niklas L. P.
Swanstrom, and Prof. Tom Hart. The seminar was organized in

cooperation with the European Institute of Japanese Studies.

4 February

Open lecture on "It's not about the "Heartland": Approaching
Geopolitics through the Study of Geo-Gravitational Centers
and Pillars of World Politics" by Visiting Senior Research Fellow
Dr. Su Hao.
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ACTIVITIES

In addition to organizing events, staff at the Program
participates in events organized by other universities,
research and policy institutes such as workshops and
conferences.

15 December

The SRSP's research on "Afghanistan's Heroin Industry" was
presented at the W.P. Carey Forum, CACI, Johns Hopkins-SAIS,
in Washington DC. See VOA News Report on Event or Sound
file.

28-30 October

Dr. Swanstrém presented a paper on “The Korean Peninsula in
the U.S.’s Post-9/11 Military-Security Paradigm”at the First
ROK-U.S.-China Future Forum . The conference was organized
at Hallym University in South Korea.

28-29 October

Johan Engvall attended a two-day workshop organized by the
Norwegian Police Directorate on "Narcotics and Organized
Crime" in Lillehammer, Norway. He made a presentation on
"Narkotikahandel lings Sidenvagen: smuggling, stater, konflik-
ter" (Drug Trafficking on the Silk Road: Smuggling, States and
Conflicts).

10-11 June

Maral Madi attended a two day international conference on
"Multilateral Organizations in the Caucasus and Central Asia"
organized by the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs in
Oslo. She presented a paper on "How Effective is International

Anti-Narcotics Cooperation in Central Asia?".

17 February
Dr. Niklas L. P. Swanstrom made a presentation (in Swedish) on
"Threats to Society: International Organized Crime" at the

Swedish Defense Research Agency in Stockholm.

27 January

Dr. Niklas L.P. Swanstrém participated in a three day confer-
ence in India organized by Institute for Defense Studies and
Analysis. He presented a paper "The Emperors new clothes:
international cooperation against drug trafficking in Central
Asia".

12-15 January

Dr. Niklas L.P. Swanstrém participated in a three day regional
conference on issues and challenges on conflict resolution in
Southeast Asia which took place in Penang, Malaysia. He pre-
sented a paper "Drug trade a threat to security?: a general

framework".

PUBLICATIONS

Publications in academic journals is the main written
output of the Program’s research.The program’s
researchers also contribute to the public debate by
submitting articles to newspapers.

(in alphabetical order)

Aksakolov, Sultonbek, "A New Silk Road? Tajikistan-China
Border Crossing Opens", Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, 2 June

Cornell, Svante E, "The Growing Threat of Transnational
Crime", The South Caucasus: A Challenge for the EU, ed. Dov
Lynch, Chaillot Papers, EU Institute of Security Studies.

Cornell, Svante E, ”The United States and Central Asia: In the
Steppes to Stay?”, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, vol. 17

no. 2, Summer

Cornell, Svante E, “NATO After Enlargement: PfP Shifts Em-
phasis to Central Asia and the Gaucasus”, NIAS Asia Insights, no.
2, June

Cornell, Svante E, “NATO’s Role in South Caucasus Regional
Security”, Turkish Policy Quarterly, No. 3, June

Cornell, Svante E, “Europe and the South Caucasus: In Search

for a Purpose”, Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, No. 2, June

Cornell, Svante E, "Handelns Fortsattning med Kriminella Me-
del" (The Continuation of Trade with Criminal Means), Axess,
No. 6

Cornell, Svante E, "Putin's Politik har baddat for terrorism",

Dagens Nyheter; 7 September

Cornell Svante E, "Brutality Breeds Brutality", The Baltimore Sun,
9 September

Cornell, Svante E, "Ryssland Avvisar Freden" (Russia rejects

peace), Svenska Dagbladet, 11 September

Cornell, Svante and Niklas L.P. Swanstrom, "Sverige maste
stodja kampen mot narkotika i Afghanistan", Folk och Forsvar,

Nr5

Eghraghi, Shahin, “Hekmatyar: The Wild Card in Afghani-

stan”, Asia Times, 7 January

Jonsson, Anna, "Risk for folkmord 1 Tjetjenien", Sydsvenska Dag-
bladet, 29 september
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Jonsson, Anna, "The Constitutional Court of the Russian Fed-
eration and Individual Legal Activism", Uppsala University
Yearbook of East European Law 2003, ed., Kaj Hobér, London,
Wildy, Simmonds & Hill Publishing, pp. 91-121.

Jonsson, Anna, "Slovenien redo for EU-intrade", Sydsvenska Dag-

bladet, 21 April

Jonsson, Anna, "Slovenien, en solskenhistoria", Nordiskt dstforum,
No 1, Temanummer Centraleuropa infér EUs 6stutvidgning:

pp- 73-89.8

Madi, Maral, “Drug Trade in Kyrgyzstan: Structure, Implica-
tions and Countermeasures", Central Asian Survey, Vol 23, No 3-4,

December

Madi, Maral, "Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan: Friends Indeed or
Friends in Need", Central Asia - Caucasus Analyst, 1 December

Madi, Maral, "A First Case of Suspicion of State Treason in
Kyrgyzstan", Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, 28 July

Madi, Maral, "Anna Politkovskaya Speaks Out on Chechnya",
Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, 7 April

Madi, Maral, 2004 "Who is the New Director of the Tajik Drug
Control Agency?", Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst, 24 March

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P. and Svante Cornell,” Transnationell
brottslighet: ett sikerhetshot?” Report to Krisberedskapsmyn-
digheten, KBM (Swedish Emergency Management Agency),

November

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P and Svante Cornell, “Is Afghanistan’s
Opium Boom Reversible,” Central Asia - Caucasus Analyst, July 14

Swanstrom, Niklas and Emma Bj6érnehed, “Conflict Resolution
of Terrorist Conflicts in Southeast Asia,” Journal of Terrorism and

Political Violence, vol.16 no.2, Summer

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P. and Mikael Weissmann, “Can China
Untie the Gordian Knot in North Korea?” Korean Journal of
International Studies, No. 1

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P. and Mikael Weissmann “Chinese Influ-
ence on the DPRK Negotiations,” Peace Review, 16:2 pp. 219-
224. June

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P, “Organized Crime in Central Asia: its
Impact on Europe,” Jane's Homeland Security and Restlience Monitoy,
Vol. 3 No. 3, April

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P and Madi, Maral, “The Emperors' New
Clothes: International Cooperation Against Drug Trafficking in
Central Asia,” in K. Santhanam, ed, United Nations, Multilat-

eralism and International Security., Institute for Defense Studies and

Analyses: SHIPRA Publications

Swanstrom, Niklas L. P, “The Prospects for Multilateral Conflict
Prevention and Regional Cooperation in Central Asia”, Central
Asian Survey, Vol. 23 No. 1, March

FACTSHEETS

The project on Narcotics, Organized Crime and Secu-
rity in Eurasia are, as part of their research commit-
ment, constructing a database with statistical informa-
tion on organized crime and narcotics in the region.

Factsheets are containing information on Eurasian narcotics
related issues in Central Asia, China and Southern Caucasus
(upcoming) The aforementioned regions will be the first set of
countries that the research at Silk Road Studies focus on.

The factsheets cover drug production and drug trafficking dy-
namics within the aforementioned countries, starting from mid
90’s up to the present time. By developing country factsheets the
Program is contributing to the enhanced knowledge out the

region helping fellow researchers in their work.

The Country Fact Sheets on Eurasian Narcotics Series was
launched on 10 November. Below is a sample of the factsheet on

Afghanistan.

CCOUNTRY FACT SHEETS, EURASIAN NARCOTICS

AFGHANISTAN 2004

General Information

Population: 28.5 millon
IDP Human development ndex ranking: Unrarked
i Cormuption indicator: Unvanked

‘Afghanistan is both the workds largest producer of opiates and increasingly tselfa
A uccessful ban imposed
returned 1o the top of the ist of opium-

set a new record, which wil prove a significant challenge forthe incoming president

Production and Smuggling of Opiates

‘The production, processing and consumption of opiates and other narcolic plants is
quite free and the dificulties involved in transportation are not great. Precursor
chemicals for opium processing are not produced domestically but are imported.
primarky from Pakistan and China but increasingly from Ceniral Asia. The increase in
seizures of a primary precursor, acetic anhydrid, is one of a number of indications

n Central Asia have increased dramatically. Heroin seizures have seen a per annum
increase of an average 148% between 1994 and 2000. The majoriy of these
be ever more popular.

Health and economic Aspects

The IMF estimates the share of opium in the econormy at 40-60% and opiates are the.
country's largest export earning around $2.5bn in 2002 according to the UNODC.

per capta
provinces now cultivate opium and i is impossible to overstate ifs importance to
many Opium

1o be conentrated in two groups: those who control opium production distibuton,
and those in postions of authartty. In the large areas beyond central government
control, s Gificut to separate the two

Corruption: Corruption is diffcut to measure even if known to be rampant in ma
regions. Afghanistan does not yet feature in Transparency International’s corruption
perceptions rankings.

outiook The fall during 2001 has
been reversed and the 2003 harvest was more than 75% of the record 199 harvest
2004 data suggest that the rebound continues; significantly. 69% of opium farmers.

Drug abuse: Statistics for the number of drug users nationvide are not
‘comprehensive, but UNODC estimates suggest tha there are 42,000 in Kabul, out of
a popuation of 2.5 milon. I rural regions, opium s a raditonal drug and measuring
abuse s dificul. The increasing availabilfy of high-qualty heroin as a result of local
processing laboratores s ikely 1o ead o more users.

Distrbution of culivation: As the processing laboratories have moved northwards, o

particularly Badakhshan, and the general trend of production moving from border
areas toward the iner parts of the country.

Political and Social Aspects

The opum economy ues contnuing instabity. The state s sl argey undefned in
Afgnaristan and many of s funchons are ot provded by he government bt by .

Toyaty s
cauntry are oy nominaly Under the conrol of the cental government and the
county' polical phere a ractured ito factons ld by competng warords. Ther /
powers of paronage and acces o weapons cepens to » agniicant degree on I \/
{axing opum-raaled actuy i il areas of conlrol I 1 way.the opium trace
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STAFF
DEVELOPMENTS

The Program is expanding its fields of research and

at the same time working with PhD candidates and

employing new personnel.

Emin Poljarevic was employed at the Silk Road Program as a
Research Assistant and the Project Coordinator with the Narcot-
ics, Organized Crime and Security in Eurasia project in De-
cember. His fields of research are state building, security issues

and drug trafficking in the Balkans.

Johan Engvall started his PhD studies in Political Science dur-
ing the year. His main fields of research are security politics in
Central Asia, drug trafficking and security, criminalization of
states, radical Islam and state building in Central Asia. He is also

the coordinator of the Silk Road Forum.

Mikael Weissmann, the Program Coordinator of the Pro-
gram for Contemporary Silk Road Studies began his PhD stud-
ies at PADRIGU, Gothenburg University. He is researching
conflict management, security issues, and negotiation in East-
and Northeast Asia. He, together with Johan Engvall, is also the

coordinator of the Silk Road Forum.

RESEARCH
COOPERATION

As part of its contribution to a stronger research
environment regarding it focus issues, the Program is
formalizing collaborating relationships with other
universities, research and policy institutes.

Cooperation and partnership, both formal and informal, is cen-
tral to the Program and its research. At present, cooperation is
ongoing with a large number of research institutes both in the
Silk Road region and elsewhere. These cooperative initiatives

are under continuous development and expansion.

Below follow the departments, institutes and organizations with

which the Program have formalized cooperation during 2004.

4 The Johns Hopkins University, SAIS, Washington
D.C.The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International
Studies (SAIS) of The Johns Hopkins University in Wash-
ington, D.C., is one of the United States’ leading graduate
schools devoted to the study of international relations. Cen-
tral Asian — Caucasus Institute (CACI) affiliated with SAIS

is one of the major research partners with the Program.

THE PROGRAM FOR CONTEMPORARY SILK ROAD STUDIES

2004

4 Toreign Affairs University, Beijing
The Foreign Affairs College of China is the sole institution
of higher learning affiliated with the Chinese Foreign Minis-
try. Its mission is to meet the nation's needs for well-trained
diplomats, researchers and professional personnel in interna-

tional affairs, international economy and international law.

4 Renmin University, Beijing
Renmin University of China (RUC) is a comprehensive
research-intensive university. Its main research focus is in the
humanities, social sciences, and the science of management.
Also, the Renmin University of China serves as a bridge for
exchanges between China and foreign countries' higher
education institutions in areas of humanities and social sci-

ences.
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SPONSORS

The Silk Road Studies Program are grateful towards

all sponsors for their support and encouragement.

The Asia Foundation (Seoul)

Supported the Program confer-

. . )
ence on “Conflict Prevention and “
Conflict Management in North-
east Asia” in Beijing 26-28 No-
vember 2004.

The Asia Foundation

0 Celebrating FifiyYears o

The Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation
(Riksbankens Jubileumsfond)

Sponsored the Program conference on
“Coonflict prevention and Conflict Man-
agement in Northeast Asia” in Beijing
26-28 November 2004.

Folke Bernadotte Academy
(Folke Bernadotte Akademin) A

Supported the Program’s confer-
ence on "Conflict Prevention and
Conflict Management in North-
cast Asia" in Beijing 26-28 No-
vember 2004.

FOLKE BERNADOTTE ACADEMY

The Swedish Emergency Management Agency
(Krisberedskapsmyndigheten)

Sponsor of the project on Nar-

cotics, Organized Crime, and

KRISBEREDSKAPS
MYNDIGHETEN

Security in Eurasia.

THE PROGRAM FOR CONTEMPORARY SILK ROAD STUDIES 2004

The Swedish Foundation for International Cooperation
in Research and Higher Education (STINT)

% STINT

Sponsor of the project on Conflict

Management in Northeast Asia.

Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs

(Utrikesdepartementet)

Utrikes

Sponsor of the project on Conflict DEFPARTEMENTET

Management in Northeast Asia.

Swedish Natioinal Drug Policy Coordinator

(Mobiliseing mot Narkotika)

Spomsor of the project on Nar- - ilisering mot narkotika
COtiCS, Organized Crime, and © Markolikapolitisk samordning

Security in Eurasia.

Swedish Research Council
(Vetenskapsradet)

\/ VETENSKAPSRADET
e

THE SWEDISH RESEARCH COUNCIL

Sponsor of the project on
Conflict Management in

Northeast Asia and through this the conference on “Conflict
prevention and Conflict Management in Northeast Asia” in

Beijing 26-28 November 2004.
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STAFF

Program Directors
Dr. Niklas L.P. Swanstrom
Dr. Svante E. Cornell

Senior Research Fellow
Ingvar Svanberg

Research Fellows

Anna Jonsson
Dr. Niklas L. P Swanstrom Tamara Makarenko
Neil Melvin
Kairat Osmonaliev
is Executive Director of the Program for Contemporary Silk Trifin Roule

Road Studies. His specialization is in conflict management,

Ph.D. Candidates
Mikael Weissmann
as well as Chinese foreign policy. He holds a Ph.D. and a Licen- Johan Engvall

security issues, and negotiations in Central and Northeast Asia,

ciate degree from Uppsala University, a MALD degree from the
Research Assistants
Sultonbek Aksakaolov
degrees from Beijing University and Uppsala University. Emma Bjérnehed

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, and undergraduate

Christopher Len
Yue Liu
Maral Madi

Emin P

CONTACT
INFORMATION

Program for Contemporary Silk Road
Studies

Uppsala University

Box 514

SE-75120 Uppsala

Sweden

/isiting address:
Gamla Torg
Uppsala, Sweden

Tel. +46-18-471 63 35
Tel. +46-18-471 71 69
Fax +46-18-69 51 02
Dr. Svante E. Cornell R :

E-mail: info@silkroadstudies.org
is Research Director of the Program for Contemporary Silk wwwisilkroadstudies.org
Road Studies. His specialization is in security issues, regional
politics, conflict management, and state-building in the Cauca-
sus, Turkey, and Southwest and Central Asia. He holds a Ph.D.
degree from Uppsala University, an Honorary Doctoral degree
from the Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan, and a B.Sc. de-
gree from Middle East Technical University, Ankara.
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Si1lk Road Studies

Mission

An increasing number of ‘hotspots’, actual and potential armed conflicts, in the world are found in the area
that coincides with the ancient Silk Road, connecting Europe with Asia. The Silk Road area has been an inte-
grated region for at least two millennia and has functioned as a nexus for cultural and economic exchanges
over centuries. Today, however, the area is marked by deep social, economic and political problems that pose
significant threats to the societies of the region and to international security more broadly.

The region is characterized by a long list of problems. Local societies display widespread poverty, ethnic and
religious tensions, and political instability. Meanwhile, there is a serious absence of effective regional coopera-
tion, which impedes efforts to stem the destructive force of the booming drug trade and manage potential and
existing conflicts. The increasing importance of the regional oil and gas industry increases the region’s interna-
tional profile, and makes it a geopolitically pivotal region.

The mission of the Program for Contemporary Silk Road Studies is to be at the forefront of research on con-
flicts and security in the region; and to function as a focal point for European academic, policy, and public dis-
cussion of the region through its applied research, its publications, teaching, research cooperation, and its pub-
lic lectures and seminars.
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