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Dr. Hua Han is Associate Professor at the School of International Studies (SIS), 
Peking University. Currently she is a visiting fellow at the Program for 
Contemporary Silk Road Studies at the Department of Peace and Conflict 
Research in Uppsala on a scholarship from the Swedish School of Advanced Asia 
Pacific Studies (SSAAPS). She also heads a Project on Arms Control and 
Disarmament, and has previously been a scholar at SIPRI. Dr. Hua Han has also 
been involved in second-track dialogues in a number of subjects of concern. 
 
Abstract: 
Since the concept of “China’s Peaceful Rise” first officially surfaced in a speech at “the Boao Forum for Asia” in 
2003, it has drawn immense interest in China and abroad. While many consent that it manifests Chinese 
determination to take a “new pathway” to rise, which differentiates from the confronting approach perused by 
powers in early 20th Century, critics put doubts either about the notion of “Peaceful” or the word of “Rise”.  
 
In the presentation, she would like to give a clear description of the debate itself and then offer an explanation on 
the strategic thinking behind the phrase. 
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